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May 22, 2026 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 
Dear Bobby Jones CDR, USN (RET.) and Greater Atlanta Preparatory Prep Board Members: 
 
This letter is to formally inform Greater Atlanta Preparatory Prep (GATL Prep) that the Fulton County Board of 
Education (BOE), at its May 12 board meeting, voted to deny the petition for GATL Prep as a Fulton County 
Schools (FCS or District) start-up charter school. 
 
This decision is grounded in the Fulton County Schools Board of Education Charter School Positioning Statement, 
applicable State and federal law, and the findings of a comprehensive, cross-departmental review process. 
While there was positive interest in the school’s overall concept and mission, several key concerns remained. 
 
The primary concerns identified were as follows:  

• Alignment with Local Educational Agency (LEA) expectations and District systems, including concerns 
regarding MTSS and Section 504 implementation, student support structures, and the school’s 
demonstrated capacity to effectively serve the full range of student academic, behavioral, and specialized 
learning needs;  

• Alignment with applicable State and federal laws, including concerns regarding staffing capacity and the 
provision of appropriate supports and services for students requiring interventions and specialized services; 

• Concerns regarding operational readiness and implementation capacity, including significant reliance on 
future staffing; 

• Lack of a comprehensive transportation plan, including limited detail regarding transportation logistics and 
student access; and 

• Concerns regarding facility location and readiness, including the absence of a finalized facility location and 
related concerns regarding accessibility, traffic flow, safety, and community impact within the proposed 
South Fulton service area. 
 

Taken together, these concerns indicate that the petition does not sufficiently meet the expectations outlined 
in the Fulton County Schools Charter School Positioning Statement at this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In accordance with SB 82, the academic performance of existing schools serving the proposed attendance area 
and the availability of school choice options were considered. The analysis included Zone 3 and Zone 1 middle 
and high schools, as well as nearby charter and State charter school options, including Chattahoochee Hills 
Charter School, The Main Street Academy, Hapeville Charter Career Academy, Resurgence Hall Middle School, 
SLAM Academy of Atlanta, and KIPP Atlanta Collegiate. 
 
These schools include specialized instructional frameworks and educational models such as STEAM-focused 
programming, project-based and inquiry-driven learning environments, career pathway opportunities, dual 
enrollment, Advanced Placement coursework, and Early College experiences. Based on the analysis, the BOE 
determined that students and families within the proposed attendance area currently have access to multiple 
educational options and school choice opportunities across the District. 
 
At the same time, the GATL Prep framework and mission generated positive interest during the review process, 
particularly regarding innovative approaches designed to support boys academically and socially. FCS 
encourages the petitioner to review the District’s feedback and consider reapplying in the future with a 
strengthened petition and further developed operational framework. 
 
(Applicable academic performance data is attached to the email notification.) 
 
Fulton County Schools appreciates the time, effort, and engagement demonstrated throughout the petition 
review process and thanks the petitioner for its interest in serving students and families within Fulton County. 
 
Please let us know if you have any questions or require additional information regarding this decision. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Andrea Cooper Gatewood 
 
Director of Charter Schools, Fulton County Schools 
 
cc: Kimberly Richards, Executive Director of Strategy and Data Intelligence, FCS 

Guin Jones, Petitions Specialist, State Charter Schools Commission of Georgia 
Kristen Easterbrook, Director of New Schools, State Charter Schools Commission of Georgia 

             Allen Mueller, Senior Director of the Office of Charter School Compliance, State Charter Schools 
Commission of Georgia 

 

 


