BIBB COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT

May 15, 2026

State Charter Schools Commission of Georgia

c/o Allen Mueller and Office of Charter School Compliance
2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive SE

1356 Twin Towers East

Atlanta, GA 30334

The Infinity Academy Governing Board
2361 Napier Avenue
Macon, GA, 31206

Re: Written Statement of Denial — The Infinity Academy Charter Petition

The Bibb County School District (“BCSD”) received a charter petition from The Infinity
Academy (“TIA”) to establish a start-up charter school serving students in grades K—5, with
grades K-3 proposed for the first year of operation. On April 16, 2026, the Bibb County Board
of Education voted to deny the petition.

Pursuant to SBOE Rule 160-4-9-.05, this letter serves as the District’s written statement of denial
and outlines the reasons for denial, deficiencies identified in the petition under O.C.G.A. § 20-2-
2063, existing school choice options available to BCSD students, and an assessment of local
school performance in the proposed service area.

BCSD 2026 Charter Petition Review Cycle
Following receipt of the petition, BCSD conducted a comprehensive review process that
included:

 Initial completeness review of the petition;

o Cross-functional review by district staff and legal counsel,;

o Formal written feedback and requests for clarification;

e A governing board interview and clarification meeting;

e Review of revised submissions and written responses provided by the petitioner; and
o Final district and legal review prior to recommendation.

Reasons for Denial
1. Governance and Organizational Structure

o The petition and responses demonstrate a lack of clarity regarding the role of the

governing board versus day-to-day school administration.
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The petition reflects misunderstanding regarding BCSD’s role as the authorizer
and LEA, as well as the Bibb County Board of Education’s role as appellate body
for disciplinary matters.

Leadership roles and reporting structures remain unclear and duplicative in
several operational areas.

2. Special Education and Student Services

o

The petition did not adequately demonstrate how TIA would operationalize
special education services in compliance with IDEA, FAPE, and LRE
requirements.

TIA was unable to adequately outline procedures for monitoring due process
requests, mediations, and state complaints related to special education.
Questions remain regarding the staffing and funding of the special education
program during Year 1 of operation.

3. Fiscal Feasibility and Operational Readiness

o

The proposed budget does not appear to adequately reflect estimated construction-
related costs or the implementation of proposed safety initiatives.

Budgeted resources do not clearly align with programmatic commitments, staffing
needs, compliance obligations, and operational requirements.

4. Human Resources and Employment Practices

o

TIA’s employment procedures indicate a lack of clarity and understanding
regarding at-will employment versus contractual employment practices, which
raises concerns about TIA’s ability to recruit and maintain a stable workforce.

5. Academic Program and Execution Capacity

o

The petition does not sufficiently demonstrate the systems necessary to
operationalize and monitor the proposed instructional initiatives.

The petition lacks sufficient detail regarding accountability structures, progress
monitoring, and implementation oversight.

Academic Performance of Existing BCSD Schools

BCSD recognizes that some schools in the proposed service area continue to face academic
challenges, particularly in literacy and mathematics. The district is addressing these needs
through targeted literacy initiatives, attendance strategies, intervention systems, executive
support, and school improvement planning aligned to the District Strategic Plan.

BCSD values innovative instructional models and recognizes that TIA proposed a student-
centered approach focused on personalized learning, literacy, engagement, whole child supports,
and intervention strategies. However, BCSD already offers schools and district initiatives with
similar focus areas and supports for diverse learners.

484 Mulberry Street @ Macon, Georgia 31201 e Office (478) 765-8711 e Fax (478) 765-8549



BIBB COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT

The following schools and district initiatives highlight programming, supports, and recent

academic performance data available to BCSD students and families.

BCSD Comparable Focus 2025 CCRPI Existing
School/Initiative  ||Areas Indicators Supports/Programs
Specialized
Burdell-Hunt academic . Content Mastery: 62.4; |Magnet struc.ture, literacy
Magnet School programming, Progress: 93.6; supports, enrichment
literacy integration, |[Readiness: 83.2 opportunities
student enrichment
.SChOOl Content Mastery: 31.4; ||. . . .
Veterans improvement, Progress: 81.1; Closing Literacy interventions,

Elementary School

literacy growth,
student support
systems

Gaps: 26.7; Readiness:
71.1

MTSS supports,
instructional coaching

Ingram-Pye
Elementary School

Targeted
intervention and
whole child supports

Content Mastery: 28.1;
Progress: 95.5; Closing
Gaps: 95.5; Readiness:
67.2

PBIS, attendance initiatives,
literacy and math
intervention supports

Middle School
Personalized Readiness: 8.6' L M1d.dle Alternative learning
School Closing Gaps: .
VIP Academy pathways and . pathways, graduation
100; High School T .
(MS/HS) student support - supports, individualized
tem Graduation Rate academic plannin
systems included in district trend||>“?¢"™¢ P &
of 88.4%
Elementary Progress
Districtwide Literacy increased to 82.6 (+6.3);|Structured literacy efforts,

Literacy Initiatives

acceleration and
academic growth

High School Content
Mastery increased to
38.3 (+5.5)

intervention systems,
instructional rounds

Districtwide
MTSS/PBIS &
Attendance Supports

Whole child
supports and student
engagement

Elementary Readiness
increased to 77.7 (+1.8);
High School Graduation
Rate increased to 88.4
(+3.0)

Attendance initiatives,
PBIS frameworks, multi-
tiered academic and
behavioral supports
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Districtwide CCRPI results also reflect ongoing efforts to improve student outcomes through
targeted instruction, leadership development, instructional rounds, progress monitoring, literacy
acceleration, and school improvement planning. Recent data shows growth across several
indicators, including Content Mastery, Progress, Readiness, Closing Gaps, and Graduation Rate.

BCSD supports innovation and expanded opportunities for students, but the district already
provides educational models, specialized supports, and school choice options that reflect many of
the concepts in the TIA proposal. The denial recommendation was based on concerns about
governance capacity, operational readiness, fiscal sustainability, implementation preparedness,
and legal compliance—not opposition to the educational concepts in the petition.

Current academic performance information for BCSD schools is publicly available through:
e Georgia Department of Education CCRPI Reports;
e Georgia Milestones Assessment System (GMAS) reporting;
e BCSD accountability and performance reports; and
o District and school data dashboards.

Recent district performance trends show continued improvement across indicators such as
literacy, attendance, graduation rate, and school climate. While academic needs remain in parts
of the proposed service area, those challenges alone do not justify approval of a charter petition
that has not adequately demonstrated legal compliance, governance capacity, operational
readiness, fiscal sustainability, and implementation readiness.

Existing School Choice Options Available to BCSD Students
TIA’s proposed model emphasized personalized learning, literacy development, whole child
supports, and specialized instruction to strengthen student engagement and achievement.
BCSD already offers students and families multiple school choice and specialized academic
options, including:
e Magnet and specialty school programs, including Vineville, Alex II, Burdell-Hunt, and
Heard Elementary;
o Fine arts and performing arts programs;
e Career, Technical, and Agricultural Education (CTAE) pathways;
e Advanced academic and accelerated learning opportunities;
e Programmatic transfer opportunities;
e Specialized instructional and support programs; and
o Public school choice options available through district procedures and enrollment
opportunities.
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BCSD also continues to expand districtwide initiatives in literacy, attendance, whole child
supports, school climate, and college and career readiness. As a result, denial of this petition
does not leave students without meaningful educational choice within BCSD.

The district appreciates the work of TIA’s governing board in developing and submitting the
petition. Should TIA choose to resubmit in a future cycle, BCSD remains willing to engage in
the review process in accordance with applicable requirements.

If you have questions or need additional clarification regarding the district’s review procedures
or the information in this letter, please contact the district.

Sincerely,
‘K ntind( S5
Dr. Katika Lovett

Deputy Superintendent
Bibb County School District
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