
Georgia Unique Identifier for Education (GUIDE)



❖ What is a GTID? 

❖ What is GUIDE?

❖ What are the identity elements used to get a 

GTID?

❖ How do I get a GTID for a student?

❖ What is a claim?



❖ GTID – Georgia Testing Identifier;

❖ 10 digit number; 

❖ Has no leading zero or no trailing zero; 

❖ Does not contain three or more of the same 

number (ex. 111,2222, etc.)

❖ Randomly assigned;

❖ Has no intelligence in the number 

assignment.

❖ Stays with the student from PK to 12.



❖ Where you can find an existing GTID.

❖ Where you can create a new GTID.

❖ Open 24 / 7 / 350+ days.

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://imgbuddy.com/24-logo-png.asp&ei=B-BUVcPLA8qbgwTQ44CYDQ&bvm=bv.93112503,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNGhEm8DB3CxUpNPzPD9L_PxJm9XuA&ust=1431711905327475


http://www.gadoe.org/Technology-Services/Data-
Collections/Pages/FY2018-GUIDE-Resources.aspx



Identity elements  make a student unique and 

should not change.  This data is referenced on 

legal documents (birth certificate and SSN card).

GUIDE Identity 
Elements
First Name

Middle Name 

Last Name

Gender

SSN

Birth Month

Birth Day

Birth Year



Rules regarding student names in our student databases are posted at 

http://www.gadoe.org/Technology-Services/Data-

Collections/Pages/FY2018-GUIDE-Resources.aspx

Only special characters in a 

name are:   

▪ hyphen (Sanchez-Garcia), 

▪ space (Smith – Jones), 

▪ period (Jill St. John), and
▪ single quote (La’Mont or  

O’Brien)

Name:  no complex characters like:  

Reneé, Bjørg, Fríða, or Анастасия

(Anastasia in Belarus)

Other rules in the document, like

▪ Last name should not have comma or 

suffix (Smith, Jr.)



We do collect SSN and use it as a student identity 

matching element.  Parents have a right to refuse to 

provide the SSN in which case they must sign a 

waiver (district designed.)  Then you assign a pseudo-

SSN to the student.

A pseudo-SSN is a state-assigned number starting 

with 999- that takes the place of a true SSN.  It stays 

with the student from PreSchool to grade 12.

• We issue GTIDs to babies as young as 2 months.  

• Every district gets a block of 999 numbers.  Get 

more from the GaDOE Helpdesk.

• Migrant IDs, ITIN numbers, etc. are not valid 

pseudo-SSNs.  (ITIN = Individual Tax 

Identification Number; issued by IRS as a pseudo-

SSN; usually start 991-xx-xxxx.)

GUIDE Identity 
Elements
First Name

Middle Name 

Last Name

Gender

SSN

Birth Month

Birth Day

Birth Year

Why use the SSN?  We have 3,200 pairs of students with 

the same first & last names, gender, and birth date. 



HELP!!



1) Search for the student in GUIDE and 

‘claim’ him/her. (Students that have been 

in a GA school sometime.)

2) Add a new student – one at a time. 

(Students that have never, ever been in a 

GA public school.)

3) Extract a file from your SIS and upload it 

to GUIDE.



A. Search for the student in GUIDE

B. Claim the student

C. Copy GTID

D. Paste



If you know the student 

has a GTID, search on 

any identity element(s). 

Select a District to 

narrow down results –

where did the student 

come from?



You won’t see the whole SSN until you 

drill in on your selected student.

You can 

only claim 

Active 

students.



The current claim is Last 

District to Update / Last 

School to Update.



A claim . . .

❖ Is the last district / school to update a student’s 

GTID record.

❖ Shows on the ‘View Student Detail’ page. 

❖ Can happen when you search for a student, 

find him, and update his district and school to 

your district and school.

❖ Can happen when you go through the Near 

Match process and select the student – “this is 

my student”.

Is the key to accessing SLDS for a student.





dticket@doe.k12.ga.us

1-800-869-1011 (help desk)

Patricha 
Miller

GUIDE 
Administrator


