State Charter Schools Commission of Georgia

Staff Recommendation
for the 2015 Petition
Cycle August 26, 2015
School: Columbia County School for the Arts
Attendance Zone: Columbia County
Grade Levels: K-12
Staff Recommendation: SCSC staff recommends that the petition Columbia County School for

the Arts be denied.

Rationale:

1. The petition presents components of a strong and innovative educational program; however, neither
the petition nor the interview demonstrated a cohesive plan for a consistent educational program.
For example, the school proposes to implement a curriculum with arts components integrated into
the core curriculum coupled with the use of many educational products, assessments, and local
partnerships, but neither the petition nor the interview demonstrated a strategy for integrating all
aspects of its educational model into an organized and interrelated educational model.

2. The petition does not convey an adequate teacher recruitment plan. The school did not
demonstrate its ability to recruit highly-qualified teachers in a high-performing school district
operating within a competitive market. While the petitioner contends that the school has received
numerous resumes from prospective teachers, the petition does not detail how the school will
ensure it obtains and retains appropriately-skilled personnel, and the budget does not account for
recruitment efforts.

3. The petitioning group conflates governance and management duties in a way that signifies lack of
clarity regarding roles. The petition lacked clear and delineated responsibilities for each school
leader and the governing board.

4. The school proposes partnerships with a variety of community organizations and stakeholders, but
the lack of written memorialization substantiating these partnerships raises concerns about the
school’s ability to leverage these relationships in a way that bolsters implementation of the
academic program.

5. The school plan is not sufficiently clear as to how the school will serve its special education
population. The petition adequately describes the requirements of special education law, but the
school did not demonstrate its ability to implement the requirements of special education as an LEA
during its interview. The budget also severely underestimates special education allocations, thus
raising questions about the school’s commitment and capacity to serve this population.

6. The budget submitted by the petitioner raises concerns regarding the school’s ability to secure the
necessary facility financing and the ability of the school to meet ongoing facility costs. Additionally,
the petitioner did not demonstrate an adequate understanding of the purchasing process,
inventory management, or internal controls in the petition or during the interview. The petitioner’s



amortization of instructional expenditures and its underestimation of expenditures in the petition
budget indicated a lack of understanding amongst current board members with regard to the fiscal
management capacity needed to operate as a state charter school in Georgia.

Link to Petition and
Related Materials: Click here to view Columbia County School for the Arts



https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B-MNru0QBmeGfmMwN25iSzZCN2FXSmRiMGNyb1lVUzVxOUFGR0ZsaExUS1h1SlhGMk05ZEE

