State Charter Schools Commission of Georgia

Staff Recommendation
for the 2015 Petition

Cycle August 26, 2015
School: Lula Lake Academy
Attendance Zone: Statewide with a brick-and-mortar location in Walker County
Grade Levels: 6-12
Staff Recommendation: SCSC staff recommends that the petition for Lula Lake Academy be

denied.

Rationale:

1. The petition presents components of a strong and innovative educational program; however, neither
the petition nor the interview demonstrated a cohesive plan for a consistent educational program.
For example, the school proposed a core academic program supplemented with college-and-career
programs in liberal arts, life science, and physical science. It proposed to utilize a place-based
curriculum but failed to detail an implementation strategy to ensure that all components of the
educational model converge to create one organized, cohesive academic program.

2. The proposed school did not demonstrate that the governing board and school personnel possess
adequate capacity to operate a charter school that serves as its own Local Education Agency (LEA).

3. The proposed school did not articulate a strategy for obtaining a facility in an achievable
timeframe to begin operation by the 2016-2017 school year. Although the petitioner identified
two possibilities for potential school sites, the governing board was uncertain as to whether
either facility would meet the Georgia Department of Education guidelines for education
facilities. Additionally, the school failed to budget money to retrofit the identified facilities.

4. The petition presented a budget that raised questions about the proposed school’s financial
viability. The budget included revenue from grants and donations that the school was unable to
verify. Additionally, the budget contained multiple months with cash deficits. Projected expenses
do not appear to be realistic when compared to other charters in the state.

5. The petition did not demonstrate community need and support at the level needed to warrant a
statewide attendance zone. The governing board stated that the school would have a strong local
community focus without written documentation evidencing broad geographic support to merit a
statewide attendance zone.

Link to Petition and
Related Materials: Click here to view Lula Lake Academy



https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B-MNru0QBmeGfmFTNlQ2RnZPREdwN2VPdEJaWjVfdXpXSzR2LThDOWJnbFVOZWFCdHI3c0k

