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SCSC staff recommends that the SCSC deny the petition for the
International Charter School of Atlanta.

1.The proposed school did not demonstrate that the governing board
and school personnel possess adequate governing capacity to operate
a charter school that operates as its own Local Education Agency
(LEA). The legal and operational requirements of operating an LEA
necessitate broad knowledge as well as specialized expertise in a
variety of areas. The proposed school governing board, while
passionate about education and the school, did not establish its ability
to hold school leadership accountable for the implementation of the
educational plan and adherence to all legal requirements. The
proposed school’s governing board did not display understanding of
the respective roles of the board, school leadership, and staff.

2.The proposed school presented a budget that created financial
uncertainty. The proposed budget was heavily reliant on grants and
donations that are tenuous and were not supported by written
documentation. The proposed budget also included assumptions
inconsistent with school funding, such as an increased per pupil
revenue each year.

3.The proposed school did not outline its strategy to recruit and retain

teachers that meet the highly-qualified requirements of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). Implementing the
International Baccalaureate curriculum requires extensive
pedagogical expertise and many of the teachers would need to be
native speakers of other languages. Many state charter schools
struggle to meet the personnel requirements of ESEA without such
additional challenges.

4.The petition did not outline a strategy for implementation of the

proposed school’s extremely rigorous academic program. The school
proposed to implement the International Baccalaureate program
while offering triple language immersion. The International
Baccalaureate program requires intensive staff training and
curriculum development, and the proposed school did not identify
how it would faithfully implement the program while offering triple
language immersion and meeting the requirements of an LEA.



